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FAMILY MATTERS


_____________________________





Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you.


   


   If you are looking for a "church home" or seeking to learn more about the Lord and His purpose for your life you have come to the right place. It would be our privilege to assist you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. Please let us know how we can help.


_______________________________


Remember      	


Those who need


Our prayers





Continue to remember Sis. Chris Veteto;


Sis. Elaine Clem has ask for special prayer


on her behalf. 


Sis. Susan Bisenbe in her job search 


Bro. Rick Hulsey in his battle with cancer. 


Sis. Joyce Green continues to have back pain.  Also Josh Green


Bro. Buddy Clark is struggling with 


bronchitis.


Bro. Jeff & Tandy Lacquement in their 


efforts to adopt a baby. There have been 


some set backs


______________________________


Ladies Bible Class


Monday May 8, at 7:30 PM


At The Building


____________________________
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MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---Brad Bowman


Song Leader---Joe Phillips


Lord's Supper---Mark Bowman


Asst. 1-----Michael Burke             Asst. 2-----David Brown


  Asst. 3-----Rodee Bruns


  Asst. 4-----Philip West


  Asst. 5-----Jim Statham


2nd Prayer----Ken Gay


Read Scripture---Garrett Douthitt


Sermon-------Steve Tramell


Announcements----Cecil Douthitt


Closing Prayer-----Grant Hicks


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer----Jack Green


Song Leader----Brad Bowman


2nd Prayer------Rex Veteto


Read Scripture ---Malcolm Smith


Sermon----Steve Tramell


Lord's Supper----Mark Bowman


Announcements----Cecil Douthitt


Closing Prayer-----Joey Jackson


Wednesday PM Service


Song leader---Jim Statham


Invitation---Zachary Huff


Closing Prayer---Malcolm Smith





All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start of services to coordinate the schedule of services.


If you are unable to serve please call Joey Jackson  770-887-9497


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 
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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5
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Lowering the Goal





     As I write this article, I can see Greg, my neighbor's son, playing basketball on our goal in the front drive. It is the kind you can raise and lower to suit the height of the players. We got it a few years ago when my son was much shorter. He and Greg have grown up under that goal.


      But I notice that Greg has lowered the goal from the standard height so he can "slam it" with out his feet leaving the ground. He keeps dribbling around and then easily dunks the ball: He's 40 for 40! Trouble is, when he goes to the Youth Center on Saturday for the real game, the goal will be back at the standard height. All of his "practicing" will be useless.


     It occurred to me that it's a lot easier to lower our standards than to improve our game. And it is also a lot less profitable. Paul wrote of some that "commend themselves: but they themselves, measuring themselves by themselves, and comparing themselves with themselves, are without understanding. (2 Cor. 10:12) How often do we feign improvement by simply using a lower standard? "I may not study the bible much but I know more than Joe Dummy." My clothes may not be the most modest, but they are sure more discreet than Cher's or Madonna's." "I may not be the world's most saintly person, but at least my morals are better than that alley cat's."


     The problem with practicing with a "low goal" is the big game on Saturday. The referee does not care how many times you slammed the ball into a five-foot high rim. It is back to regulation and the big day is coming for us all. The day described by John in


Cont. on page 3











SERVICES


Sunday





9:00AM:


Family Bible Study


10:00AM:


Worship


5:00pm:


Worship





Wednesday


7:30PM:


Family Bible Study





We have bible classes for all ages and willing teachers.


Come, bring your bible and your children and study God's word. You will say as the Psalmist





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)





The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)








Be Careful!    reused  17


By Dee Bowman


Galatians chapter six is one of the most practical passages in the inspired record.  It contains information pertaining to piety, improvement, dedication, and perseverance.  Its enjoinders are imminently useful. The message of Galatians six is clear.  It says, "Be careful."








Be careful about the tendency to rest too early (verses 9-10). It is not time to rest. Even though we become very tired, we must stay the course.  "There remaineth therefore a rest to the people of God," we are told (Hebrews 4:9).  It is not yet.  We must continue to labor all the way to the end, "Forasmuch as ye know that your labor is not in vain in the Lord" (1 Corinthians 15:58), and "in due season ye shall reap, if you faint not."  In order to retain our vitality, let us "remember him that endured such contradiction of sinners against himself, lest ye be wearied and faint in your minds."  Further, he says, "Ye have not yet resisted unto blood, striving against sin."  (Hebrews 12:3-5)  We have to keep on.


     When Winston Churchill was asked to speak at the school where he had attended as a boy, folks expected some example of great speech making.  His message was simple, but powerful.  "Never, never, never, never quit," he said and took his seat.  It is good advice.


    We must seize every opportunity, respond to every challenge, accept every providential allotment and through them all, persevere to the end.  "I must work the works of him that sent me, while it is day: for the night cometh when no man can work" (John 9:4; see 1 Thessalonians 5:1-6; 2 Peter 3:11-12).


     I have chosen to read this chapter often.  It helps me.  It will help you, too.


____________________________


____________________________


�
Heaven is not a casual place and no one practicing "casual Christianity" will find it. (Matt 6: 33)


			JP		





Cont. from page 1





(Rev 20:12) "And I saw the dead, the great and the small, standing before the throne; and books were opened: and another book was opened, which is (the book) of life: and the dead were judged out of the things which were written in the books, according to their work ". We will be judged by the Lord's books--the Standard. Jesus said. " He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my sayings, hath one that judgeth him: the word that I spake, the same shall judge him in the last day. (John 12:48)  It won't matter how we compare with others. It won't matter how well we pretend we are doing. "And be not fashioned according to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, and ye may prove what is the good and acceptable and perfect will of God." (Rom. 12:2)


     Christians, it is not enough to simply stay a step above the behavior of the world. If the world lies 20 times a day, we only 10. If the world gets drunk twice a week, we only once. If the world curses every breath we every other. The world is irrelevant to us. We are seeking to do the will of God. His will is our only standard.


     I see that Greg has gone home and he left the goal lowered. I'll go out and raise it to the proper height. A lower goal is a dangerous thing.


		Steve Cawthon 





Written in the early 1990's but how relevant it is today.  God's standards are high because the reward is so great. We must set our goals by His pattern and as Paul said, "I press on toward the goal unto the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus." (Phil 3:14)


			JP














Begin with humility or you are not His disciple.


      When a man thinks himself to be somebody when he is nothing, he deceives himself; certainly not God.  Every man must "work out your own salvation with fear and trembling."  God is never pleased with one who pretends that he is the progenitor of his own talent.


      Every man must prove his own work.  No one will answer for another.  Each individual will bear his own burdens.  To this end every man must examine his own talents, his own opportunities, his own foibles and weaknesses.  Only after having done so can he properly discern his own responsibilities.


Be careful about what you consider important (verses 6-9).   The law of sowing and reaping is as sure as the law of gravity or any others of God's laws.  It will not be violated.  You cannot sow evil and reap good.  You may sow little but you will reap much.  That means if you sow a little evil, you will always reap more than sowed; the same with good.  Too many people go out and sow their wild oats on Saturday night then go to services Sunday morning and pray for a crop failure.  


      A man who sows to education will reap knowledge.  A man who sows to retirement will likely attain his goal.  One who sows to politics will reap political rewards.  But all these rewards are relatively important.  The man who sows to faith, hope, and love will reap the substance of his faith, the reward of his hope, the treasure house of his love.  And remember, "He that winneth souls is wise."








     To be careful is to be cautious--about what you say, or think, or do.  It means to be prudent, balanced, deliberate, and vigilant.  The sixth chapter of Paul's letter to the Galatians has pertinent warnings regarding this caution.  It says:


Be careful about criticism (verses 1-2).  First of all, be sure you are properly motivated before you criticize.  "Considering thyself" has several implications.  It means you should make sure you are operating from a spiritual perspective before you sally a criticism ("you which are spiritual…").   No correction is appropriate if it is based on a carnal motivation, one such as pride or self-righteousness.  Correction for the sake of correction is erroneous; correction for improvement is righteousness at work.  Be careful about having one law for others, another for yourself.


      "In the spirit of meekness" means having your position of strength under proper management.  You can be right and still be wrong if you are not meek.  It's one thing to have the truth, another to manage it properly ("handling aright the word of truth…").


      "Bear ye one another's burdens" calls for patience and understanding.  We are too often prone to correct without proper longsuffering.  Toleration of error is never approved in Scripture; but it is everywhere assumed that those who correct error should do it with the spirit of Christ (1 Peter 3:8; 1 Peter 3:15; Ephesians 4:1-3.)


Be careful about personal responsibilities (verses 3-4).








